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Philadelphia Orchestra, and Mr, Tos-
canni thres times, In a different pro-
gram on each occasion,

One feature, of the concerts of hoth
of these great conductors was that cach
seemed {o prefer the lower stage setting
Stokowski discarded some
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small additions made to accommodate
the orchestra of 110 men for which the
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| sometimes by contrast. and sometimes by
to a far greater extent than
they usunlly do in a s«ymphonic or tone

M. Mengelberg scems to put orches-
detnil momewhat into

ucting, but It must not be understnod
| that this important feature is neglected. |
contrary, it is detail enrried

out to a very high degree, but not put
into the most conspledous poaition In
a concert,. What he did with a stgange
orchestrn in a few rehearsals, even |
though that orchestra be one of the best
in the world, was amaging: what he
could do with an organization tralne:!
by himself c¢an onl\r be lmagined,

R. TOR( A\'I\'l on the other hand,

weemed to pay more attention fto
detall and tone, especially of the mln
instruments, than he did to interpre-
tation of a composition as n whole, His
renditlion of Beethoven's Fifth Sym-
phony was distinetly disappointing to |
those who prefer that mighty work

tradition, rather than with the touch of
modern Interpretation which the great
Italinn conductor gave to it, such ns
‘the declded slowing of the second theme
of the first movement for example. On
the other hand, thers could not possibly

be any caviling at the breadth of inter-
re feh he showed In the pre.
ude to ‘"Tristan."'’

In this connecotion, however, twao

thinge must be connidered: flrst, that
the 1ll|ilﬂl have no symphonic tradi-
tion and that the symphony as a musicnl
form haws never found faver in ltalinn
oyes, and second that Mr, Toscanini
atands pre-eminent ot least in this
eonntry as the conductor of “"Tristan
The ‘opern {8 the form of natural ex-
preasion of Italy’'s musieal thonght,
and while there are few Italians who
have sympathy with the Wagnerian
musle drama, Mr, Toscaninl is one of
the few. In “Tristan.'’ especially, he
wan conceded to be far greater than
nny of the German conductors of the
Metropolitan durlng the years of his
brilliant but stormy leadership

But it was in the marvelous ensemble
effectn which he produced in Debussy s
"lb!l"l. nnd Respighi's "‘Fountains of
Rome'" that he showed his best work
For delleacy of effect and an nctunl
tonal painting of thought in the former
composition and of concrete seenes In the
latter hig performance hns never been
equaled in this city. He had the ad-
vantage of leading his own orchestra

played in accordance with symphonic |

{ which knew his every sign
wu thoroughly familinr w‘llh hin 1
nrmunn of the works—an absoly

wity In ensemble work of this de-
srn of fAninh,
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